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California’s lead-contaminated pipes







Entity/law
Definition of a Lead Service Line/Lead User Service 

Line

Lead and Copper Rule

(Now)
Long lead pipes

Lead and Copper Rule Revisions (LCRR)

Published 12/2021

Effective Oct/2024

1)Long lead pipes

2) Galvanized steel pipes that are or were downstream of long lead pipes or pipes 

of unknown material (Galvanized requiring replacement).

Bipartisan Infrastructure Law Funding - Full line 

removal

2022

1)Long lead pipes

2)Galvanized requiring replacement;

3)Also other “lead content” — galvanized pipes that are or were

downstream of a lead gooseneck.

Lead and Copper Rule Improvements

(LCRI)

2024 or 2025

1)Long lead pipes

2)Galvanized steel pipes that are or were downstream of long lead pipes or pipes 

of unknown material (Galvanized requiring replacement).

3)?

California

Lead Service Lines

Pre 2022: Long lead pipes

2022 to present: Long lead pipes & galvanized requiring replacement.

California

Lead User Service Lines

(Subject to past SB 1398 inventories)

1)Long lead pipes on the utility side

2)Lead goosenecks on the utility side

3)(Separately) Galvanized lines on the utility side

California 

Bipartisan Infrastructure law

Inventory for funding

2022

1) Long lead pipes on both sides (required)

2) Galvanized lines that were/are downstream of long lead pipes (required)

3)Lead goosenecks (required)

4)Galvanized lines that were/are downstream of lead goosenecks (not tallied)



Water Board 2020 Data

Utility side only:

1) 10,992 Lead goosenecks

2) 59,179 unknown lead user 

service lines

3) 1 lead pipe

Water Board 2022 Data

Utility side only:

1) 10,969 lead goosenecks

2) 45,931 unknown lead 

goosenecks

3) 95,914 unknown lead 

service lines

4) 9 lead pipes

5) 550,000 galvanized lines 

(reported separately)

EPA 7th Survey Data 2023

Of 180 large/medium systems

Utility side only reported:

1) 6369 lead goosenecks

2) 107,332 unknown

3) 167,257 galvanized

CA Lead-Content Inventories









Total BIL $$ for LSLR $15 billion

CA 2022 Allocation

(Based on formula)
$250 million

CA 2023 Allocation

(Based on survey results)

$28 million

(After 7th Survey Calculation)

A loss of $222 million

CA 2024 Allocation

(Water Board may give new 

#s to EPA)

????



Partial Replacements Are Still Allowed in CA

• No prohibition in state on partial replacements

• Utilities don’t have to pay for customer-side replacements — causes inequitable 
health protection

• Lack of full inventories (utility and customer side)

• SB 1398 inventories were only of utility side

• Only looked at lead pipes/goosenecks

• Most lines listed as “unknown”

• LCRR/LCRI will require full inventories of “lead service lines” by Oct, 2024

• Both utility and customer sides

•  Unknown how lead goosenecks/galvanized will be addressed in the 
LCRI – Draft LCRI will be released this year

• BIL $$ cannot pay for partial replacements - only full

• Only 3 water systems have requested BIL $$



Needed Health Protections

• Whenever “lead content” line is cut, removed, replaced or disturbed, should provide:

• Notice

• Filters

• Offer Water Testing

• Only 13 water systems are required to provide these health protections

• All other 3,000+ water systems do not have to provide health protections

• All water systems must remove lead goosenecks when found, but only the 13 must provide 
health protections

• LCRR/LCRI does require health protections in many circumstances, but not all

• Advocates asking for mandatory health protections



Takeaways

• California/Utility management of lead contaminated 
lines has:

• Jeopardized CA residents’ health

• Poor inventories

• Partial replacements

• Few health protections

• Caused CA to lose over $220 million this year

• Disproportionately exposed low-income 
Californians to lead



What you can do

• Urge local water districts to:

• Inventory ALL lead-content pipes - both utility and 
customer owned pipes

• Provide health protections

• Request federal BIL $$ 

• Will fund removal of lead content on both sides 
of lines

• Remove ALL of the lead content pipes

• Both utility and customer owned 

• Just get it out!
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