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Increasing participation by Code Enforcement 
Officers (CEOs) in unsafe practice response 
through education and training







ALL Workers on pre 78 housing must take a one day training course 
provided by certified construction related training providers. 

September 2022 Governor signs new law that was sponsored by CACEO and 
EWG because of the success of the EPA Grant that trained CEOs.



Because of Assembly Bill 838

 as of July 1, 2022:

The new law requires cities and 
counties that receive a complaint 
from a renter of a property regarding 
substandard conditions and lead 
hazards to conduct an inspection, 
provide a report with correction 
requirements to the owner, the 
complaining party, and other 
potentially affected residents.

AB 838 Background

Affordable Housing Advocates
 (formerly San Diego Friends of Legal Aid)

Western Center on Law & Poverty s 

(formed in 1967 by a group of attorneys and legal scholars 
from USC, UCLA and Loyola law schools )

“This bill is a bit of a challenge for the 
California Assoc of Code Enforcement Officers 
because it could establish performance 
standards that many jurisdictions might find 
difficult to meet.
“as quickly as they respond to a final 
inspection……” Larry Brooks 6/9/2021

https://silverwrightlaw.com/seven-ways-ab838-will-shift-how-municipalities-
handle-renters-who-file-complaints-against-a-property

“Members of the public can now sue jurisdictions to enforce 
this law.”
Matt  Silver, Attorney and Certified Code Enforcement 
Officer 

https://silverwrightlaw.com/seven-ways-ab838-will-shift-how-municipalities-handle-renters-who-file-complaints-against-a-property
https://silverwrightlaw.com/seven-ways-ab838-will-shift-how-municipalities-handle-renters-who-file-complaints-against-a-property


Proactive Approaches for California 
Child Lead Poisoning Prevention Programs 



Closing Remarks before Q & A:
Some cities like Los Angeles and Sacramento have proactive inspection programs but they do not address lead hazards like 
model programs in Rochester, Baltimore, Pittsburg or Cleveland.  
Engaging code enforcement agencies is the precursor to such model programs and the new laws (AB 838 and SB 1076) will 
help open doors to such engagement as did SB 655 with regards to mold. 

Like all of us there is a reluctance by most Code Enforcement Officers to take on new tasks without more money and staff 
but as the CLPPPs begin to educate/partner conduct visual assessments and turn in complaints there will be more data 
generated to support Code Enforcement obtaining the funding they will need to help reduce child lead poisoning.



What do Cleveland, Pittsburgh, Milwaukee and 
Rochester all have in common?

They all have strong community - based coalitions with 
public/private sector partnerships that successfully advocated 
for Lead Ordinances that include Proactive Rental Inspections. 

Lead Safe Cleveland, Women for a Healthy Environment Pittsburgh, Coalition 
to Prevent Lead Poisoning Rochester. Coalition on Lead Emergency Milwaukee



WHOOO ARE YOU? 
WHO WHO WHO 
WHO?



WHAT DO WE WANT 
WHEN DO WE WANT IT
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